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its violent local riots and disturbances, endless
fights of Reformers against Orthodox), the fact
that the King of Spain stood for the old orthodox
tradition made it natural that those who feared
for their local political liberties should in many
cases flirt with the new revolutionary ideas in
religion, and this they did. In other words
a considerable number of the principal merchants
and rich men in the towns of the Netherlands
took up Calvinism; and this new religion was
also avowedly the religion of those who
had broken out in the riots and looting of Church
property, including the accompaniments of mur-
der and torture. (The tortures which the revo-
lutionaries had inflicted upon the monks were
particularly horrible.)
The regular Government of Philip II set
out to suppress these disorders, but it needed
money for the task. The money which had been
sent for the paying of the troops was held up
in the English ports on its way from Spain by
the man who governed England in the name
of Elizabeth, William Cecil. The Government
of the Netherlands was therefore forced to levy
a special tax to replace the money. This tax,
in a commercial community like that of the
Netherlands, was intensely unpopular, and armed
revolt broke out all over the country. This
was the opportunity for the rich men who